
Good afternoon everyone:

Thank you so much for the opportunity to be at Faculty Day, and thank you particularly to Stevi for galvanising me to get set up with Skype, so that I can be in London today.

I began studying astrology with Robin Armstrong in Toronto in 1991  and worked with him for five years.   Much later I got my Certificate with FAS and eventually my Diploma.   So I have been seeing clients for many years, but only on an occasional basis.   I dont advertise, so most of the time I am seeing old clients.   I did not expect that this little town of Cobourg would have much scope for astrology when I retired here 14 years ago, but in fact I have made many friends who share all my interests, astrology, painting, music, science, religion and ancient cultures, so there is plenty of scope for interesting activities.   

I find that What I enjoy most is teaching.   I have taught a beginners' class on several occasions, most recently in the Fall of 2012, and I really enjoy talking about astrology to groups and organisations.   I don't want everyone in the world to study astrology, but I would like as many people as possible to know what it is and what it isn't and how it is used in the present day.   So that's the kind of opportunity I look for.    (It helps a lot that I used to be a lawyer – it seems to give me that little boost of credibility that makes doubters at least be willing to listen to me for a few moments)

Most recently I have been asked to become involved in a local volunteer radio station.   I'm not sure yet what kind of involvment they want, but if there were an opportunity to do a weekly or monthly programme on astrology, then I would leap at the chance.

My chief outlet for my astrology interests however, is my monthly study group which meets at my house on the first Friday of the month.   This grew out of the  first class which I taught under the auspices of the local Board of Education.   The next year the Board decided they would not offer general interest classes any longer –  so I could not continue there.  So I sent a letter to everyone who had been in that class, as well as all those who had said they were interested but were not free on that evening, and I suggested a monthly meeting.   The first meeting was March 21 2003.    Quite a few people came.  And the group has met continually for exactly ten years now.

The group has had members join, and leave, during the course of that ten years, and has generally consisted of about eight to ten people.  Four have been coming for the whole ten years.   At the moment three fairly new members of the group are racing ahead with their studies, using the internet and me as resources.  The people who come for a year or so, and then leave, generally do so because they realise just how much work is involved in the study and they don't want to commit to that much.  Although I do “teach” the group, I do not teach a syllabus, but will often just do something that is "fun," and other times go back to something very basic, or else introduce something new and more advanced if I think they are ready for it.    

I am able to experiment with different ways of teaching the material which has helped for when I do a weekly course for ten weeks or so in an evening somewhere else.   

Group members will suggest charts they would like to look at, or give me questions.  Sometimes a question will take up the whole afternoon and we will do nothing that I had planned.   And always one thing leads to another.   Because it is an afternoon group, it is mostly older people so we have a lot of life experience, and a lot of knowledge of the outside world, so our political discussions are very interesting.    We are also able to discuss personal practical applications of astrology, and anything discussed is to remain confidential.  


I do not charge anything for this group meeting and I provide copies of charts for study, (but if  one of the group wants to have a chart run off for their own study purposes, I will charge $5.00.)  
We often have one-time visitors – perhaps someone who is visiting a member of the group, or who wants to be a guinea pig for us.   Recently we had a friend of a group member who had no idea of her time of birth and wanted us to try to find it out.   We used her appearance and her reaction amongst us all, and concluded that she has Sagittarius rising.   We didn't do the degree of course, but she was thrilled to have some idea of her time of birth.   The group are now working on becoming observant of people's bodily shape and features and trying to work out their rising signs.
The lack of a fixed syllabus and the fact that there is no charge keep the group very flexible, and reduce the stress on me.  An invitation goes out from me each month, but there is no demand that I know who will be there and no pressure on anyone to come.   As far as I am concerned, I am "at home" doing astrology on that occasion and if anybody comes, that will be great, and if nobody shows up – well, that's fine too.  Of course they all do come always.   Our next meeting will be on April 5th:  I have two charts for study, one a person, and one an event.   Then I am going to make them work hard – they are going to learn how to do the maths of secondary progressions.   They won't enjoy that very much, but most of them do not have an astro computing programme, and they are all interested in progressions and try to do them just using the ephemeris, so they will learn it.

The group is very heavily Gemini (if that isn't an oxymoron) at the moment.   We have five Gemini Suns, and one Gemini Ascendant.   They just have to know!!  A few years back we were very heavily Leo, which could be difficult at times, but I have always enjoyed the group, no matter where its strengths are.

I wish I could be at the Faculty Day meeting to encounter other "new" Diploma Holders and hear what they are doing, but that is not possible, so I send my best wishes for the event and thank you again.

Holly Rogerson----------------------------------------
