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I want to thank Stevi and the Faculty Council for inviting me to talk to 

you today. It’s an honour to participate in Faculty Day.  

 

It’s special too to share the podium with my esteemed colleagues, 

Dragana and Kim.  

 

To be honest I’d rather talk about astrology than talk about myself. My 

first reaction to being asked to talk about my life as a Diploma Holder 

was that there’s really not much to tell, but I do have a bit of a story to 

share with you. I would like to dedicate this talk to all the students 

who toil in relative solitude because that’s my story too, both past and 

present. 

Every time I come to the UK to reconnect with my colleagues for 

Faculty Day and our biennial Tutor Meeting, I’m always impressed and 

envious by how many superb astrology resources there are around 

here. I live in Canada which for its vast size has very few astrology 

resources by comparison. So I miss the sense of community that 

Britons get to enjoy, but on the plus side I don’t have much 

competition for my services either so where I live if someone wants to 

consult an astrologer they usually come to me.  

I gained my Diploma in March 2004 along with the Margaret Hone 

Award for the best Advanced Exam that year. I mention that not to 

boast but because that was the second and last time in my life when 

my grasp exceeded my reach. When I got the news that I had finally 

graduated I was a hero around the house for about a day, and then it 

was back to the daily grind and even more importantly the task of 

sussing out a new goal in my life. Maybe some of our new Diploma 

recipients are pondering a similar challenge. 

I couldn’t attend Faculty Day that year to collect my Diploma so when 

it finally arrived in the mail, I took it to a local gallery for framing. The 
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framer took a hard look at it and said he’d never seen one before. That 

didn’t surprise me because I believe fewer than 500 Diplomas have 

ever been conferred. So the new Diploma holders today are joining an 

exclusive guild but membership is wide open to anyone who is willing 

and able to see their Faculty studies through to the end. My Diploma is 

number 422.  

The framer asked me what my Diploma entitled me to do and that got 

me thinking about my future. Business as a consultant was slow so I 

thought maybe I could teach. I didn’t have any formal teaching 

experience but I thought how great it would be if I could pass on the 

same wonderful experience I had as a Faculty student to students of 

my own. I noticed at that time that the Faculty didn’t have any male 

tutors. So I contacted Diane Marcus Page who was Head Tutor back 

then and asked if the Faculty could use my services. I was offered a 

contract in June 2004 and I’ve been here ever since. I suppose you 

could say my hire was a case of affirmative action in reverse. It’s not 

an easy job but I enjoy the challenge of being a distance tutor. I still 

toil in solitude so far away from the central operations here in London 

but it’s a privilege to be part of the Faculty team and help groom the 

next wave of brilliant astrologers.  

 

I think a lot of students have an impression of the Faculty that it’s this 

powerful and authoritative citadel of higher education and it is, in a 

way that reflects its imperial SA-PL conjunction in LE in the 9th house. 

After all many of the greatest contemporary astrologers have passed 

through its doors in the last 68 years. Some of those luminaries are in 

the audience today. 

So imagine my surprise when I came to England for my first tutor 

meeting and saw that the Faculty was in reality just a small group of 

remarkable, tireless women who were shouldering this massive 
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responsibility to elevate the standard of astrological education 

worldwide. It’s still mostly like that today. How could I not want to add 

my efforts to theirs?   

 

I enrolled as a Faculty student in September 1993 as p.SU squ n.PL in 

my chart. I felt like I was shedding an old skin, actively searching for a 

way to repurpose my engagement with astrology. Like a lot of new 

enrolments  I had gone as far with it as I possibly could on my own 

and had become so frustrated at my inability to put it altogether that I 

actually shelved astrology as a personal project for a couple of years, 

before I took the plunge and committed myself to formal study. In the 

beginning the Diploma wasn’t really my goal. Of course I thought it 

would be cool to have it but the possibility seemed remote. I really 

only had one overarching goal which is still my goal today. All I’ve ever 

wanted was to have the scales drop from my eyes and be able to read 

charts. That’s it and it’s been a wonderful goal because by pursuing it 

I’ve had so much fun and met many interesting people.  

Maybe some of you are thinking that’s well and fine but can I make a 

living at it? I stand before you today as maybe the least commercially 

minded astrologer you’ll ever meet so the honest answer, for me 

anyway, is no. I’ve never been able to support myself solely from 

practising astrology. Please don’t let anybody feel discouraged by that. 

I haven’t tried very hard either.  

I live in a tiny rural community in Ontario that’s situated close to 

Kingston, which isn’t a big place either but it has a major university 

called Queen’s which has a great reputation for its business and 

applied sciences programs.  

My community is very Christian and conservative so the services of an 

astrologer are not often sought. Most of the work I get as a consultant 

is with students and teachers from the university, and by word of 
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mouth from satisfied customers. I’ve been posting a flyer in the main 

library at Queen’s for many years. That’s all the advertising I do. 

I go through periods when I back off consultancy work. I get worsted 

sometimes with the secrets and confessions entrusted to me but I’ve 

been able to secure quite a lot of ongoing client work over the years 

precisely because I can keep a confidence. In fact I won’t even 

acknowledge that someone is my client let alone what they talk about. 

You will never see the chart of one of my clients as a case study for a 

Faculty exam.  

I don’t consult over the phone or Skype because I prefer face time to 

Facebook, so I don’t have the volume of work that might otherwise be 

available to me but that’s been my choice. My Faculty wages are 

generous but they’re not enough to support my family either. I think 

the best way I can describe the economics of my career is that I don’t 

live on my astrology wages but I live better on my astrology wages and 

I’m very content with that. 

 

In1999 the Faculty ceased offering exams, right when I was in the 

middle of them. There were lots of Diploma exams back then. The 

Faculty was in serious trouble at the time which I didn’t know anything 

about until much later, and I was very concerned because I had been 

on a bit of a roll with the papers up to then. I had written the Diploma 

Calculations Exam the previous year and was presented with the 

Thomas McArthur award for that, which I’m very proud of. Now I was 

facing the prospect that after all the time and money I invested, I 

might not even get the chance to finish my exams. A year doesn’t 

sound like much but you have to remember that exams were only 

offered once a year in those days so even if the Faculty resumed the 

exams the next year, which they did, that was still a two year gap I had 

to contend with.  
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I tried to make the most of my unexpected free time by exploring 

different avenues to develop my career. I moderated a thriving Internet 

astrology discussion group called Astrology-List. It was a Yahoo 

group. I did that for the entire two year hiatus. That turned out to be 

pretty good training for being a tutor because I was obligated to 

actually read what people wrote, cultivate a smidge of diplomacy and 

learn how to type reasonably fast.  

Later on I struck up a virtual friendship with an astrologer from Sydney 

Australia named Yasmin Boland. She invited me to collaborate on a 

series of sun sign astrology books that apparently did really well where 

they were marketed. I mostly assumed an editor’s role and was well 

paid for that. It was a good experience but it convinced me that sun 

sign astrology is not for me. That being said there’s no doubt in my 

mind that’s where the really big money is in astrology.   

I also began to try my hand at writing and managed to get some 

articles published in the AA journal and in the now defunct American 

magazine, Considerations. Mundane astrology has always held a lot of 

interest for me so many of my early articles were deconstructions of 

disasters. It’s not a morbid fascination. I’m trying to develop predictive 

aphorisms for making prospective forecasts. I’m inspired by Charles 

Harvey’s vision of an Astrology Watch warning system, which would 

link mundane astrologers all over the world, each watching for the 

build-up of celestial tensions in their own particular locality.  

Naturally I do a lot of writing as a distance tutor as well. I think of 

myself in a creative sense as a writer by default. Since I have this outlet 

for writing as a tutor my output of astrology I do just for myself has 

diminished somewhat in recent years. I have several ideas for a book 

as a legacy project but the success of my students is a legacy that 

means just as much to me right now.    
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I wasn’t always interested in astrology. I wasn’t disinterested in 

anything but astrology, growing up, never even crossed my mind. 

Astrology wandered into my life in 1977.  

I think every good story begins in one of two ways. It’s either, “it was a 

dark and stormy night” or it begins with, “I met a girl”. I met a girl. We 

got to talking and I liked her right away and wanted to date her. And I 

thought she liked me too but she said she couldn’t go out with me and 

when I asked why she said it was because I was an Aries and she was a 

Cancer so things between us would never work out. I didn’t know what 

she meant by that and when she explained that  it meant we were 

incompatible because I was born in April and she was born in July I just 

couldn’t believe it. You might find this hard to believe but I’ve been 

shot down by women before but never, ever because of my date of 

birth. I was determined to prove her wrong so I went to the local 

library to read up on this astrology business and show her that it was 

all nonsense. They only had one astrology book The Complete 

Astrological Writings by Aleister Crowley of all people, so I borrowed it. 

I struggled with the Victorian prose but I thought the way he used 

astrology to skewer the rich and famous of his era was hilarious. I 

didn’t know anything about astrology but I didn’t have to know 

anything to know that Crowley did not practise astrology ethically but 

it was so interesting that I went searching for more books. It was more 

than just interesting to me. I had this instant foreshadowing sense of 

familiarity about astrology that drew me into the journey I’m still on 

today.  

In the end the girl I was chasing was both impressed and amused by 

my perseverance and relented to go out with me. We’re going to 

celebrate our 35th wedding anniversary this September. After all these 

years all I can say is that she was probably right along all along about 
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us but even so, getting Kristen to marry me was the first time my 

grasp exceeded my reach.  

 

 


